Pulling the chocks out…your editor Brian M. Carlson
I’m writing this shortly after being informed by Rory that Dennis Sundby’s M38 Civil Defense Jeep
won a Gold Award in the Preservation class at the MVPA convention in Louisville. Congratulations,
Dennis - and Rory for hauling it down to Kentucky and back. I’ve known since even before this chapter
was founded that there are some superb original and world class restorations of HMV’s owned by our
members that would do well at an MVPA convention. Correct me if I’m wrong, but I believe that we’ve
had two ND-MVCA members bring HMV’s from NoDak to a MPVA convention (the other being Stan’s
“Midnight at the Oasis” M35) and each time they’ve done exceptionally well. Granted, there’s a
respectable amount of time, money, and effort to trailer a HMV to a National (even one as close as
Duluth was), but if you do, you might continue that winning streak.
Speaking of the MVPA, those of us who are members of the national will have noticed that their
two publications (Supply Line and Army Motors) are now melded into one unified club magazine,
tentatively named “History In Motion”. Editor, Publications Director, fellow ND-MVCA member, and
advertiser David Doyle asked me if I’d be interested in being one of the regional reporters. As it requires
a column for each issue, I declined for the time being, as my workload with other writing gigs (including
this one) is overflowing. Speaking of David, please take note of the full page ad for his David Doyle
Books, being one of our advertisers. The 10-percent ND-MVCA discount is back in effect, and nobody
had taken advantage of it yet (although I tried after the original expiration date, but as I say, it’s now
back on line). To give you an idea of the quality of publications he writes and sells, look for book
reviews by a fellow member and myself, starting in this issue on page 12.
As always, I look forward to your input for YOUR newsletter. There’s a great how-to piece from
Jeff Bloom on Militaria (which is part and parcel intertwined with HMV’s). Once again, email me at
bmitchellcarlson@gmail.com, and I look forward to seeing you on the Trail Ride.
Keep the paint up, the rubber down, & share the knowledge; BMC
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Regional Military Vehicle Shows this Summer:
August 10 & 11: Central Wisconsin Military Show; Aniwa (near Wausau) WI
August 17 - 19: The Wisconsin Military Show; Eagle (near Milwaukee), WI
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
Attention North Dakota Military
Vehicle Collector Club Members!

Call for reservations and talk to
Karen; 701-973-2103 or 903-814-2058.
Tell her you are with the North Dakota
Military Vehicle Collectors Association.
While the inn is full, she does have access
to some RV parking. There is also a “Yurt”
which is like a big modern Tipi that sleeps
6 in one big open room, reserved for
members by Rory (call him for availability).
Those who stayed there last year had a
“Yurt” of a time! The Viking View motel is
also in town; 701-973-2101. Fort Ransom
State Park also has camping available.
We will plan on having a several
smaller trail rides, with the main trail ride
on Saturday leaving Ft. Ransom about
10:30 AM. Pack a lunch for a trail picnic.

Back by popular demand! A special
weekend and trail ride has been planned
for the weekend of July 20th, 21st & 22th at
beautiful Fort Ransom, North Dakota.
Ft. Ransom is nestled in the beautiful
Sheyenne River Valley, 32 miles south of
Valley City.
Ft. Ransom is part of the
National Scenic Byway and is home to Ft.
Ransom State Park.
It is 25 miles from the Sheyenne
National Grasslands with many miles of
trails through the rolling hills and trees.

Some members are planning on
arriving Friday afternoon for a short
informal “test run” early evening drive.
Meet near Rockstads River Inn in Ft.
Ransom, which is our host hotel.

Mark your calendars and plan on
coming to Ft. Ransom for a trail ride the
weekend of July 20, 21, 22, 2018!
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ND-MVCA Member’s M38 Wins
Gold Preservation Award at MVPA
Convention

Congrats are in order for Dennis Sundby, who
entered his original M38 for judging at the
MVPA convention in Louisville, KY in June,
winning a preservation class Gold award.

I recently featured Dennis’ Jeep in the
March/April 2018 issue of Vintage Trucks
magazine. Also, it was praised in a blog by
Military Vehicles magazine editor John Adams
Graff:
http://www.militarytrader.com/jagfile/
titled “Let’s Not Restore Our Vehicles Into
Extinction”.
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More images from the 43rd annual
MVPA Convention on June 14-16.
All images, Rory Grenier.

Set-up day is always a chore. Yet Jake took it
all in stride, as he also helped tag tables with
numbers to indicate which vendors had them.

But all work and no fun make Jake a dull boy.
After he punched out on the time clock for the
day, he went checking out the vehicles that
were staging for the show, such as this M26
Pacific transporter.

A nicely restored VC-1 Command car. Note
the authentic USA War Dept. license plate.

The convention is also time to meet up with old
friends, even if you haven’t met before in
person. Mario is one a Rory and Jake’s
Facebook friends, who a had this nice Ford
GPW at the convention.

It’s not at every convention that you get to see
a Willys MA.

No doubt about it, Nathan Deal and Jake had a
blast at the convention, with or without a
display dummy M60.

One long row of restored scooters.
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ND-MVCA members rigs highlights

Speaking of M38’s, Rory sends along this
image of Dianne Herr’s recently acquired
example in US Air Force livery.

Later that weekend, Ron’s Jeep was used to
bring singer Lee Greenwood out to center field
at the Fargo-Moorhead minor league baseball
team’s game to sing the national anthem and
his famed “God Bless the USA”.

The ”next big thing” from Karl Kostman.
Karl is a big fan of big HMV’s, so it’s
only natural that his more recent acquisition is
a M977 HEMTT. As he relates:
“It was owned by a friend in Roseau MN, HE IS GETTING

Ron Martin sends along this image from the
Fargo-Moorhead Military Appreciation Days
parade, with his daughter Kelsey and Ron’s
three grandkids.

Don’t Forget the Trail-ride at Fort
Ransom on july 20-22;;- Stay all weekend
or visit one day!
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MARRIED and priorities changed. The truck has 22k
original miles. It’s running an 8V92 turbo-supercharged 2
stroke Detroit rated at just under 500 HP and a 4 speed
Allison automatic transmission. The drive system is setup to
run in 3 modes, the first is rear wheel drive only, the
second is 8 wheel drive utilizing the differential on each
axle and the last setting is a locked setting where all 8
wheels are driving with no differential interference. The
truck steers with the front two axles. Its big at 36 feet long
and an empty weight of 39,000 pounds. I drove the truck
just over 200 miles home and found it like nothing I was
expecting. I brought a set of ear plugs and shooting muffs
to go over them when what I found was this is the quietest
military truck I own. I ran the truck at 2000 rpm which was
55 mph and averaged 2.5 mpg which is pretty much what I
expected. The truck drove absolutely great. I have a new
set if hi-back air ride sears to install this summer. I think it’s
going to be a whole lot of fun on many levels.”

service members were the first pistol owners to
customize their grips, and they had to put significant
work into it. Taking the time to handcraft a set of Lucite
grips for your 1911 with enemy fire in the background
had to be unnerving. If the boys could do it under those
conditions, I decided I should be able to make a set. Or
at least I was willing to give it a try. My resources were
limited, but the results weren’t too bad, in fact they
turned out quite nicely, and the effort was minimal.

Making a Set of Sweetheart Grips
By Jeff Bloom

During WWII GI’s would carry photographs of family,
their best girl, or even pin up models. A favored method
of having pictures close to them was to fasten them
beneath clear plastic grips of their 1911s. These became
known as sweetheart grips. These were not the kind of
things a young soldier could simply purchase or pick up
at the PX. Trench art became very popular in WWI and
was crafted from spent shells. During WWII it became
much more common. Although some of the more well
known trench art was crafted from shells there were
many forms of art crafted by service members with time
on their hands.
Lucite was often used in making trench art jewelry,
picture frames, and cigarette lighters. It was also used to
craft clear sweetheart grips. Acrylics were a new
creation with Lucite specifically having just been
trademarked by DuPont in 1937. Airplanes were the
main source of procuring Lucite as it was used for
canopies and windshields. If service members came
across downed airplanes, they would salvage pieces for
various uses, and the Lucite was perfect for many things
such as the making of custom grips.
Once a GI crafted his custom Lucite grips, he would fit a
picture to one side and replace the grips that came
standard on the 1911s at the time. Sometimes pictures
would be placed on both sides but it was also common
practice to leave one side empty because it gave a clear
window to the pistol’s magazine. These grips were not
just limited to the standard issue 1911 either. Guns
seized from the enemy were also frequently fitted with
the clear, handmade grips.
Sweetheart grips are an interesting piece of WWII trivia
surprisingly few people seem to know. Those WWII
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In the end, I chose two of my favorite pin-ups from the
WWII era for my grips. Rita Hayworth and especially
Yvonne De Carlo. Although there were several very
popular ladies from that era, I always had a thing for
Mrs. Herman Munster!

I purchased my acrylic/Lucite from Mac’s in Fargo. They
have a bin full of scraps. The blue film is a protective
backing to be removed later. I used the original grips as
my pattern by tracing them directly onto the Lucite

These are the grips once cut out. I put masking tape on
the back side to protect that surface from scratching
while I shaped the surface.

I marked a parallel centering line as a guide, sanding an
arched taper on each side of this line

The trickiest part of the whole process was being super
precise about drilling the holes. I had to hand ream the
taper so as to not “chip” the Lucite. I learned this the
hard way and had to start over on one grip.

Side view after sanding and shaping. I used my Orbital
air sander with #400 grit sandpaper.

I found that I didn’t need to sand any finer than the 400.
It polished out nicely using compounds and a cotton
wheel on my buffer. Crystal Clear!

Page 11

From the editor: I have a MAB-D pistol that was made
in occupied France during WWII which came with a set
of these grips. They were popular on the MAB-D, by
both Nazi’s and Allies who liberated them as war
trophies, due to the originals being easily broken.
While mine didn’t have pictures in them, I had to add at
least a copy of the most popular pin-up photo of WWII,
featuring Betty Grable and her million dollar gams.

BOOK REVIEW; by BMC
The Military Machine, Volume Two: U.S.
Dodge; Dodge military trucks in development
and deployment 1940-1975 by David Doyle.
496 & 522 pages, published by the Ampersand
Group, www,daviddoylebooks.com, $125.95.

Ampersand has a number of high quality
books on the subject of military aircraft &
armor, yet I was still pleasantly surprised when
they released this two-volume set about Dodge
trucks built for the military. First and foremost,
fans of civilian trucks may be disappointed, as
they are only mentioned in passing. However,
if you like Dodge trucks with the original OD
green that they left the Mound Road assembly
plant in, you will absolutely love this series. It
is easily the best reference yet on these trucks.
This is especially true on the post-World War II
M37 series, for which accurate restoration and
historical information has been at best sketchy
or difficult to find.
Well respected military vehicle author
David Doyle has done his homework and
presents as compete of a history of these
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trucks as you’ll find anywhere. The first book
deals exclusively with the development and
production of trucks before and during World
War II. Although the focus is on four wheel
drive trucks expressly developed for the armed
forces (rather that civilian vehicles sold to the
government), he touches lightly on their
predecessors going back to the Dodge Bros.
touring cars used by Gen. Pershing on the
Mexican Punitive Expeditions of 1916. Book
two continues on after the war and into the
post-Vietnam era, plus showcases period
images of them in use.
While the text is very informative
(sometimes perhaps too much so, with a
plethora of contract numbers that may make
your eyes glaze over – unless you own one of
these), it’s the photographs that make his set
really shine. With the exception of the color
images on the hard covers and a handful
inside, the vast majority are from the period
when these trucks were new in use – the
majority taken either by Chrysler or the
government.
Not only of standardized
production versions, but also with plenty of
prototypes and “test mules”. The original
images of various stages of production are not
only fascinating to look at, but are a godsend to
anyone doing a correct restoration, lacking only
in that most are black and white in book 1
(although book 2 has a greater selection of
original color images).
Doyle had done a credible job of putting
tons of written and pictorial information back
into circulation for history enthusiasts and
restorers. It’s not cheap, but good information
rarely is. I HIGHLY recommend this book to
anyone who has an interest in “army trucks”,
and judging from what I see at auctions, that’s
a lot of folks.
Lineage: *****
David Doyle is not
only one of the most prolific, but arguably most
respected authors currently living on the
subject of military vehicles. Not only has he
authored dozens of books on the subject, but

he is also the current editor of “Army Motors”
and “Supply Line”, the official journals of the
Military Vehicle Preservation Association
(MVPA). He has extensively researched this
volume, and because of his track record, was
able to use images and information that would
otherwise have been hard pressed to have
been accessed, let alone released for
publication.

Fit and Finish: **** While it chronicles
the history of Dodge trucks, it is mostly done
through period images. Each chapter begins
with a history of the truck that is featured in it,
with the overflow being images. Generally
there are four to ten pages of text per chapter,
but with heavily captioned images, it seems
like more. As the nature of the beast, there are
enough government contract numbers to make
the casual reader start to drift off, but they are
there for the purpose of tracking changes to
production. As such, the owners of these
trucks will be pleased to have this information.
Generally, the chapters are arranged by series
type with variations following, but that isn’t
always chronological. However, Doyle points
out where similar models are mentioned
elsewhere in the book. Overall, the text is
generally cohesive.
Drivability: ****
The author assumes
the reader has a basic knowledge of 20th
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Century world history and conflicts the U.S.
was involved in, plus the basic concept of
mechanized armed forces. As such, these
books mesh in that common knowledge and
focuses in on specific histories of these
vehicles and their variants. Since this is the
first time that this much detailed information
has been concentrated into two volumes, it is a
must have tool for those who regularly
research these trucks or own them, and a very
valuable asset if you are considering
purchasing one of these trucks - from the most
prolific to a one-off prototype.
Fellow club Information Officer
and Webmaster Charlie Herrmann
forwarded me the following email,
showing that we DO represent history
with our vehicles – and a tip of the hat
to Charlie for his work on the website:
My name is Dylan Shaw. I wanted to say
thanks for making it available to my son, Steven,
We found your site while researching military
history for his last history report of the year. The
reports were on technology and its effect on history.
Steven decided he wanted to do his on the vehicles
that were used by the military. He's really interested
in some of the military video games he has, so we
both thought this would be a good opportunity for
him to learn about how the tanks and trucks in those
games were actually used. He has been struggling in
the class all year and really wanted to improve with
this last report.
We were quite busy researching for it and he
referenced your site for the final report. Needless to
say, he got an A+ on the report and is ecstatic!
Steven wanted to share some of his research with
the people he borrowed from. He came across this
article on military vehicles that he also referenced https://www.partsgeek.com/mmparts/the_history_of
_military_automotive_vehicles.html
Would you mind adding a link to it on your
page? Perhaps it could be useful to your website's
visitors. Feel free to let us know if you do link to it,
it would be great to know that Steven's work is out
there helping others out!!!
Thanks again!; Dylan and Steven Shaw
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WANT ADS: To place an ad, email the editor at bmitchellcarlson@gmail.com or US Mail: 6938
Upper 5th St N; Oakdale, MN 55128 – NO CALLS OR TEXTS! (for accuracy & the editor’s sanity)
FOR SALE:
1942 Ford GPW rolling chassis, freshly reconditioned with an emphasis on using correct Ford parts, in red
primer, ready to go the next step for your restoration. $2500
Ken Yuly: yuly@srt.com or 701-720-2707 (preferred, as Little Big Boss gets Ken’s emails)
New-In-Box MB-Juan gas tank sum for a Willys MB or late Ford GPW, $80 delivered to the trail ride.
Brian Carlson bmitchellcarlson@gmail.com

1969 M816 5 ton 6x6 truck Wrecker, fresh engine overhaul and new tires, excellent condition. $21,000 OBO
1971 M818 truck tractor 5 ton 6x6 with a 1980 Southwest army machine shop (semi trailer mounted) complete
with shop machines, generator and over 200 small tools. $22,000 OBO
Contact Dianne Herr, 701-441-9000 or 701-448-2252
WANTED:
WWII Willys MB frame or parts jeep with a decent MB frame
Ken Yuly: yuly@srt.com or 701-720-2707 (cell).
Ford GPW oil pan (early riveted style preferred). Brian Carlson: bmitchellcarlson@gmail.com
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A popular World War II home front item was war maps. This one is a 1944 Rand-McNally,
featuring stateside Army and Navy posts, with this scan featuring the installations from our
region. Some are still around, some were renamed, and some didn’t survive past the war.

Interested in joining the ND-MVCA?
The North Dakota Military Vehicle Collectors Association‘s mission is to provide a statewide
organization for military vehicle enthusiasts, historians, preservationists, and collectors interested in
the acquisition, restoration, preservation, public education, and safe operation of all eras of historic
military transport.
We have approximately 60 members from six states and two Canadian provinces with over
200 MV’s ranging in age from WWI through today’s Global War On Terror. Typically, we have a
meeting at least once a quarter during the year at various locations within North Dakota. Even
though we have club officers and are an affiliated chapter of the MVPA, we like to keep things as
light and informal as possible. We welcome any MV collector, restorer, or enthusiast, and ownership
of a vehicle is not a requirement. We publish this newsletter on a quarterly basis and have a website
(www.NDVMCA.com). Dues are $15 for one year or $25 for two years (and dues ARE due for
everyone in 2018). If you are interested in joining, please contact chapter president Rory Grenier
(701-739-1909) or Secretary/Treasurer Ron Martin (2301 Willow Rd. N., Fargo, ND 58102). We also
have a presence on social media: https://www.facebook.com/ndmvca

Page 16

